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Iris Colour Change of the Crested Goshawk with Maturity
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Introduction

Iris colour change with age, from juvenile to adult, is a common characteristic among many
Accipitridae species and may indicate the bird’s age (Newton & Marquiss 1982; Liguori 2015).
We describe here the iris colour change in Crested Goshawks in Malaysia.

Observations

We monitored two juvenile Crested Goshawk Lophospiza trivirgata iris changes as they
matured into adulthood over two months, from August to September 2025 at Taman Zaaba
Park, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. In August, we noticed the juvenile Crested Goshawk had a very
pale yellow iris. By September we noticed their eye colour had transformed into light yellow-
orange, as they matured into adulthood. (Plate 1). Plate 2 compares the iris of a juvenile with
an adult. The adults have a deep orange-yellow iris (Wells 1999; Clark & Marks 2024).
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Plate 1: Juvenile Crested Goshawks, Taman Zaaba Park, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. Left 12 Aug 2025; Right
16 Sept 2025.
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Plate 2: Iris colour of a juvenile (left) vs adult Crested Goshawk.
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Discussion
The iris colour in Crested Goshawks, other than plumage, can be helpful in distinguishing
juveniles from adults in the field. Note that juveniles are said to have "eyes brown or more
usually paler yellow' (Clark & Marks 2024). Plate 3 shows a 26 day of life chick with a daker iris
(backlit image) and a recently fledged juvenile with a brownish iris. It is uncertain how long it
takes for the iris colour in juveniles to change to the adult colour.
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Plate 3: 26 day of life chick (left, 22 March 2021) & a recently fledged juvenile Crested Goshawk (right,
15 Nov 2012), Ipoh, Perak, Malaysia,.

It is possible that iris colour varies among adults. In Birds of the World the iris colour of adults
is stated as “yellow to reddish orange or orange-yellow' (Clark & Marks 2024). It is uncertain
if this variability is a feature of subspecies. It would be good to have local image data of many
adults in good light to check for any variability in iris colour. It is uncertain why iris colour
changes with age in many Accipiters. It may serve as a visual cue to signal an individual's
maturity to other raptors, particularly potential mates.
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